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Are You Trying To Be Popular? 
       The goal of trying to become 
popular is not something we as 
believers should live for. The endless 
pursuit of trying to win over people’s 
love is not what God has called us to 
do. Rather, our attention must be on 
pleasing God with our lives. 

       If, while living for God, He allows 
us to become popular, so be it. Our 
popularity can be used to further 
shine for His glory. However, if 
popularity doesn’t come our way, 
then there is no loss. As long as we 
are pleasing God with our lives, what 
else really matters? As Christians, we 
should live in a way that draws 
people’s attention toward Christ, not 
ourselves. 

       Christians need to understand 
that doing what God wants is not 
always popular. People may love you 
one day and then dislike you the next 
– as even Jesus experienced! This can 
be seen by comparing Mark 11:9-10 
with Mark 15:12-13… 

       “And those who went in front and 
those who followed were shouting: 
“Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes 
in the name of the Lord; Blessed is the 
coming kingdom of our father David; 
Hosanna in the highest!” (Mark 11:9-10) 

       And responding again, Pilate said 
to them, “Then what shall I do with 
Him whom you call the King of the 
Jews?” They shouted back, “Crucify 
Him!” (Mark 15:12-13) 

Chasing after Popularity, Celebrity & Fame 
 

 

The Dictionary Definition of the 
Word “Popularity” 

 

“The state or condition of being 
liked, admired, or supported by 

many people.” 
_________________________________________ 

 

Popularity can seem like such a great 
thing. Being liked, appreciated, and 
admired by others sounds wonderful 
to many people. However, is popularity all that it’s hyped up to be? Should 
popularity really be one of our goals in life? 

 

What does the Bible say? 
 

Notice what can happen when we crave popularity: 
 

 I Samuel 18:7-9 – We can become very jealous of other people. “The 
women played and sang: “Saul has slain his thousands, David his tens of 
thousands.” Saul was very angry and resentful of the song, for he thought: 
“They give David tens of thousands, but only thousands to me." 

 Acts 12:1-4 – It can cause us to do things we should not do. “King Herod 
laid hands on some who belonged to the church, to do them harm. And he 
had James the brother of John executed with a sword. When he saw that it 
pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter as well. When he had 
arrested him, he put him in prison, turning him over to four squads of 
soldiers to guard him, intending only after the Passover to bring him 
before the people.” 

 John 12:42-43 – We will live to please people more than God. 
“Nevertheless many, even of the rulers, believed in Him (Jesus), but 
because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, so that they would 
not be excommunicated from the synagogue; for they loved the approval 
of people rather than the approval of God.” 

 

Where should our focus be? 
 

 Galatians 1:10 – Our focus should be on doing what God wants. “For am 
I (the Apostle Paul) now seeking the favor of people, or of God? Or am I 
striving to please people?  If I were still trying to please people, I would not 
be a bond-servant of Christ.” 

 

The truth about popularity… 
 

Acts 4:18-20 – Doing what God wants is not always popular. “And when they 
(the chief priests and elders) had summoned them (Peter and John), they 
commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter 
and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God 
to listen to you rather than to God, make your own judgment; for we cannot 
stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.” 

“I do not accept human 
praise… I came in the name 
of my Father, but you do not 

accept me; yet if another 
comes in his own name, you 

will accept him.” 
Jesus’ Words in John 5:41, 43 


